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* 18 November 1960 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Direetor/Support 
SUBJECT : History of the CIA Corneratone Box 


Poallowing the symbolic placing of the Cornerstone Box at the 
3eying of the CIA Cornerstone by the President of the United States, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, on 3 November 1959, the box was removed from 
ite niteh and taken into custody until such time as the Cornerstone 
was permanently empleced. At that time, the Cornerstone Box contained 
only that material which was listed in the progrem of the Ceremony, 
minus the microfilm of the newspapers of 3 November, the tape recording 
of the Cornerstone Ceremony, and the photographs of that occasion. 


2. Despite the Director's joking remerk to the President (recorded 
on the tape) that the contents of the Hox were “setret", there were no 
classified documents in the Cornerstone Fox. Prior to the ceremony, 
eaveful consideration had been given to the documents which were to be 
included in the Box. After consultation with the Deputy Directors and 


the Inspector General, Mr. Walter Prorzheimer, the Curator of the CIA 
Hiatorical Intelligente Callection, hed drawn up « list of proposed - 
maserials for inclusion in the Box, subject to the approval of Mr. Dulles. 
Yneluded on the list were a considerable number of classified documents, — 
largely in the field of National Estimstes. It was finally detemat 
not te inelude any classified material in the Cornerstone Bex at thi 


of controi the Security Office would heve over the new building/ wh? 
the box wus finally put into the Cornerstone. Late in September 7 
the contractors advised that they were virtually et the point fhén 


of the Bas thone medals which are ewerded for distinguished service 
in the field of Intelligente, namely: the National Seeurity Medal. 
the Distinguished Intelligence Cross, the Distinguished Intelligesze Hedal, 
the Intelligence Star, and the Intelligence Medal of Merit; together. 

with a deseription of these medals and the certifieates which 

accompany them when avarded; and also a topy of the Certificate of 

Berit vith Distinction and the Certificate of Merit. The ecmplete 

list of the contents of the Cornerstone Box is aypended as Tab A. 


3. At this time, reconsideration was aleo given to the proper 
preservation of the contents of the Cornerstone Box and ite ultimate 
vemling. There had been a general feeling that tha copper box, furnished 
ky the architects, was not of the desired standard. It was rather too 
mall for the contents, end its copper yve3 not sufficiently «<aick to 
wihthetend the recessa-y velding of the tos without seriousl; shar ing 
the papers enclosed. On the other band, it hed to be of the tormect 
five to fit into the riche prowided “or it behind the Corner. i.one 
clot. For these reacens, Mr. H. Getes Icyd, Assintant Depa: Dir ctor/ 
&mpert, made arrangements, through “he CIA Teehnioal Serviees DMyision, 


COHFIBDSHT UAL 


MORICDE Pages 1-4 


Approved For Release 2006/10/31 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000100090084-5 


2 -Approved For Release 2006/10/31 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000100090084-5 

‘ with the National Bureav of Standards to prepare a new copper box, 
whose sides are about an eighth of an inch thick. The box has been 
constructed from thirty pounds of copper. The magnetic tape recording 
of the Cornerstone Ceremony and the formal opening of the contractors’ 
bids on the building has been placed in a steel box with a quarter inch 
steel plate on top and bottom, and a 1/8 inch steel plate on the sides. 
A deseription of the Cornerstone Box end its preparation, written by 
the Bureau of Standards, is attached herewith as Tab B. 


4, On 20 October 1960, Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Pforzheimer, ace ed 


by two 'members of the Technical Services Division steff, aon) 
ee oe nr 
‘piace "hae | in Cornerstone Box. The Box sover was. 


then welded into place by Bureau of Standards employees. This 
process was under the sopervision of George A. Ellinger, Chief of 
the Corrosion Section, Matellurgy Division, National Bureau of 
Standards, and Melvin Romanoff of his staff. Pictures of the ceremony 
were taken. The copper box was then buffed by Mr. Zieda, also a 
Bureau employee. Irseribed on the top of the Box is an instruction 
which reads as follows: 

Top 

To Open: 

Cut Corefully Near Top 

Do Not Use Toreh 


5. On 2 November, Colonel L. K. White, Deputy Director/Suppert, 
secompanied by M:. Lloyd and Mr. Pforzheimer, inserted the Cornerstone 
Box into its niteh, end the Cornerstone was then lovered into place. 
Many of the participants, whieh alen ineluded Mr. James A. Garrison, 
Director of Logisties, Mr| = = —=—s fr, Chief of the Building 
Planning Steff, end other members OF thelr staff, as vel]. as 
reprasentatives of the architects and contractors, threw lueky pennies 
into the niteh with the Box. Photoxraphs were teken. 


25X11 


Walter Pfordheimer 
Curstor/Historieal Intelligesce | 
Colleetion 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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CORTEN(S OF CORNERSTONE BOX 


Copy of Memorandum for President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Major 
General Williem J. Donovan, Director of the Office of Strategic Services, 
dated 18 November 1944, regarding the establishment of a permanent 
centralized intelligence service and copy of Memorandum from President 
Roosevelt to General Donovan, dated 5 April 1945, direeting that 
General Donovan discuss his plan with the appropriate officials of the 
Government. 


Copy of President Harry S. Truman's Executive Letter of 22 January 
1946, establishing the National Intelligence Authority and the Central 
IntelLigenae Group. 


Statement of General (then Lieutenant General) Hoyt s. Vandenterg, 
Direstor of Central Intelligence, before the Senate Comittee on Armed 
Services, on 29 April 1947, in support of the sections of the proposed 
National Security Act of 1947 to establish the Central Intelligence 
Agenty . 


A Text and Explanation of Statutes and Executive Orders relating 


specifically to the Central Intelligence Agency, including Enabling 
and Appropriations Acta for the Construction of the new CIA Building. 


Reproduetion of the CIA eeal and ite official deseription. 


"William J. Donovan and the National Security." A speech by 
Allen W. Dulles, Director of Central Intelligence, to the Brie 
County Dar Association, Buffalo, New York, 4 May 1959. 


Aerial photographs of the area of the CIA Building site at the 
time of the Cornerstone Ceremony. 


Copy of the architect's drawing of the CIA Building as it will 
sppear vhen completed. 


Invitation to the ceremony, copy of the Program, tape recording 
of the proceedings, selected photographs of the ceremony, and copy of 
pamphlet entitled "The Cornerstone Ceremony," containing the speeches 
made on the oecasion. 


A microfilm of Washington and northern Virginia and newspapers for | 
3 November 1959 (the date of the ceremony), and selected articles from 
subsequent issues (4-6 November) concerning the ceremony. 


with a deseription of these medals and the certificates which ace 
them when ewarded; and also e copy of the Certificate of Merit with 


' Distinetion and the Certificate of Merit. 


CIA IVPERRAL USE ONLY 
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Method of Construction of Metal Boxes 
Used to Contain These Articles 


| The steel box which contains the magnetic tape was constructed 
from ALS] number 1020 steel. The plates for the sides, top and 
vottom of the box and cover were cut to size and all edges ground. 


The seems in the box and cover were joined by the electric are 
| weld method. | 

The outer container was fabricated fram copper plates which 
were joined by Heliare welds (inert gas tungsten are method). 

The container was lined with asbestos paper (dried at 105°C for 
'8 hours), the contents inserted in the box and the lid was welded 
in place. During the operation of sealing the usa, the conteiner 
was inmerged in water up to one inch from the top in order to 
reduce the temperature inside the box. 

Prior te sealing the copper box, the same operations were 
performed on a dumay box which contained simiJiur artieles. Before 
opening the box to examine the contents, it was totally immersed in 
water to neck for leakage. 

The box wes made and sealed at the Kational Bureau of Standards. 
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a“ THE WHITE HOUSE 
, July 2h, 1961 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


SUBJECT: CIA Occupancy of the New Building 
in MeLean, Virginia 


For your information there is enclosed a recommenda- 
tion on the subject as excerpted from the report made 

to the President on July 18, 1961 by the President's 
Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board. 


Before the recommendation is presented to the Presl- 
| dent for final action, it would be appreciated if you 
would svomit your views and comments thereon. 

Tt is requested thet your views and comments be 


provided to this office and to the President's Foreign 
Intelligence Advisory Board by August 21, 1961. 


s/ 


MeGeorge Bundy 


Enclosure 


ect: The President's Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board 
(Attention: Mr. J. Patrick Coyne) 
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“fhe Board recommenda thet action abould be taken 
ot the earliest pousibie date to sasmme that the Canteen) Inteliivcence 
Ageeey*s plana for the cecupamey of the oew building {5 Melean. 
Virginia are feasible. (We celieve there are valid questions 
that way be retoed abut these plans. In particular, there are 
questions shout moving all of the clandestine actirities ints the 
Waliding. We reccamnd eccortingly that these plans be 
reviews sfuinistratively, and thet a feeaibility study be made 
as to the posetbility of housing all of the cleanfestine functic 
cr some part toerecf, in ancther glace. We believe it may be 
appropriate te house in the oew Wadlding ecoe cf the non-clandestine 
fuerbiona of the Central Intelligence Agency which are now scheduled 
to be relovated to vther balldings in ¥ashingten.}” 
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